
The Webinar will begin at 4:00 PM (GST)



AUD Fall 2020 Reopening
Webinar III

Q & A Session: August 30th, 2020 4:00 pm
Ms. Nelly El Halabi, Director, AUD Health Center

Ms. Matilda Jabbour, Registrar
Dr. Sabrina Joseph, Provost and Chief Academic Officer

Dean Sara Montero, Dean of Student Affairs



INDICATORS OF NEED TO INCREASE OR DECREASE CAMPUS AND 
INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS

While AUD has been working to resume partial on-campus and in-person operations, the health and safety of the 
AUD community remains our priority. As such, President Schmidt and the COVID Taskforce Committee are 
monitoring daily several indicators that could force a change in our planning.

Consultation with public health officials regarding easing campus restrictions and increasing or 
returning to on-campus operations:

• Confirmation of decreased viral virulence or infectivity and/or development of improved treatment 
methods.

• Widespread availability of immunization (safe vaccine).

Immediate action to move totally remote or online:
• Any orders mandating campus closure/decreased campus operations/work from home by government 

authorities.

Reminder from the addendum sent 11/08



• Face coverings must be worn in all indoor areas (unless alone in a private 
office), and outdoors.

• On-campus signage provides instructions related to queuing, entry/exit, 
wearing of face coverings, occupancy, physical distancing, etc.

• Increased cleaning protocols are instituted for high-touch areas and multi-
use areas (classrooms, restrooms, etc.).

• On-campus students will have access to campus outside of their class timing 
within reason. There will be places on campus to study or wait between 
classes with social distancing in place.

General Campus Operations:



• There will be no fee/tuition increase this year and there will also be no 
reduced tuition for online courses.

Fees/Tuition



• Approximately 25% of courses are offered with some or all on-campus 
instruction; 75% of courses are offered as completely online instruction.  

• All on-campus classrooms have been reconfigured to meet social distancing 
guidelines.  

• A consistent attendance policy is established across all classes, with 
exceptions for illness or isolation requirements.

• All on-campus classroom instruction will be captured via video (hyflex) 
technology for use by students who are unable to come to campus.

• The first two weeks of the semester will be entirely online.

Academic Instruction:



What happens after the first two weeks of 
the semester? Will online courses be 
extended for the rest of the semester?

After the first two weeks (during which all classes will be online), some classes 
will remain fully online while others will be offered in hyflex mode 
(simultaneously online and face-to face).  Students will have the option to 
attend hyflex courses face to face or online (by completing an application).  In 
the published course schedule, hyflex courses are labeled as ‘OC’.  The 
university is continuously assessing the situation and will inform students 
should there be any changes to this plan.

Will there be a penalty for students who 
are unable to return to the UAE before 
September 15th and have classes 
scheduled on campus? 

If you have opted to attend an ‘OC’ course face to face and fail to show up to 
class on Sept. 15th, the regular attendance policy applies.  If you are scheduled 
for an online class or have opted to attend a hyflex course online and do not 
show up, you will be marked absent for the course as per the rules laid out in 
the ‘Remote Learning and Examination Guidelines for Students’.

For students who are outside the UAE and 
prefer to take their classes fully online, is 
there a form they need to fill out? 

Yes, the online application link for hyflex will be emailed to all students who 
are registered for ‘OC’ (On-Campus) courses by the end of the drop/add 
period.

Are on-campus courses also available 
online for those who cannot come to 
campus?

Yes, classes will either be fully online or conducted in hyflex mode.  During the 
first two weeks of the semester, all classes will be online in order to allow a 
smooth transition for students and faculty.



How will midterm and final exams for 
lecture courses be conducted? Will they be 
face to face or online?

All exams and quizzes will continue to be online.

Do hyflex courses have the same teachers? 
If students started online can they switch to 
on-campus at any time during the fall 
semester? 

Students who are registered for On-Campus hyflex courses, and wish not to 
attend the face-to-face sessions, can apply for the online option through an 
application. This request can be edited later on if the student’s circumstances 
change. For example, a student who is unable to get a visa to Dubai and applies 
for online attendance in a hyflex course for the whole semester, may edit the 
request anytime he/she gets the visa and then start attending face-to-face.  
Alternatively, a student attending a hyflex course online can also switch to 
attending face-to-face by applying through the application.

For courses that are all online, will students 
continue to have the pass/fail option?

The Pass/No-Pass option will continue to be available to all students in Fall 
semester.

Will the classes offered online have 
different timings? 

All courses will run as per the dates and times in the published Fall 2020 class 
schedule. 

Will labs be on campus or they are also 
online? 

The courses that have ‘OC’ in the section are offered in hyflex mode. All other 
courses are completely online.



• All on-campus rooms at this time are single occupancy.
• There will be longer check-in time over ten days (August 20th –

September 14thth).
• 12 bed spaces, single rooms, held for isolation/quarantine.
• No visitors allowed.

On-Campus Housing:



• A detailed schedule will be provided with the training sessions that 
the coaches will be offering virtually.  For this term, teams will have 
at least 1 training a week as a team and another one a week open 
to AUD students.   

• Collaborations with other athletics department of universities 
within  AUD for online common sessions are being arranged.

• Virtual workout/fitness sessions with personal trainers will be 
offered.

Athletics



• All Prints Book store: Open Sunday to Thursday – timings not yet confirmed
• Wellprint: Open Sunday to Thursday – 9 am to 6 pm and Saturday – 10 am to 4 pm
• Starbucks: Closed. Pending Opening Info
• Kaakunada: Open daily, 8am – 10pm
• I Love Juice: Open Sunday to Thursday 9 am to 5 pm
• Sandellas’ Flat Bread: closed until further notice
• Delicious Bites: Closed until further notice
• AUD Minimart: Closed until further notice
• Global Travel & Tourism: Open half-days on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday.
• Be You Beauty Salon: Open Sunday to Thursday – 9 am to 5 pm
• George Awkar Barber Shop: Open Sunday to Thursday – 9 am to 6 pm
• Gym: Closed
• Track: open to Resident Hall students

Student Center



• All New students are required to complete the New Student 
Orientation Program. The registration and access link was 
emailed this morning.  https://orientation.aud.edu The 
orientation program is to be completed before today, August 
30th.The live virtual orientations will take place tomorrow, August 
31st.

https://orientation.aud.edu/


• The guide is available at https://www.aud.edu/important-official-
documents/

AUD Online Learning Guide

https://www.aud.edu/important-official-documents/


Questions and Answers:
• If I stayed in Dubai, do I still have to submit anything to enter the University ?

• I have a question about back to back classes, I happen to have an online lecture right before an on-campus 
lecture, so I would need to be present on campus during that online lecture because of transportation 
time. Where, on campus, should I attend that online lecture? (In the designated classroom written on the 
syllabus? In the library?)



Stay Safe
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